
Ambition-Goal-Success!
      By:  Pat Gorman, SC Federation USDA Rep.

We have a ”Rock Star” in the South Carolina Square and Round Dance 
Federation.  

Linda Michel, member of the Thunderbirds and Pacesetters, has 
accomplished something no one else in the South Carolina Federation has 
accomplished.  Square Dancing in all 50 states!

Linda is being recognized by the USDA – United Square Dancers of 
America,  USDA has a program called “USA Traveler Program” to 
recognize dancers who travel to other states and Square Dance there.  
After visiting and dancing in just 12 states, a dancer can apply for and 
receive a USA Traveler Badge with a Red Bar; 24 states a White Bar; 36 
states a Blue Bar; 48 states a Silver Bar; and 50 states a Gold Bar.  Any 
dancer who visits 48  or 50 states will also be awarded paid admission to 
the next National Square Dance Convention.  No duplication of states is 
permitted.  You can find more information in the USDA Publication 
“Traveler” at USDA.org.

Now back to Linda.  Prior to this year she had traveled and danced in 28 
states.  She had a desire –  an ambition to complete her quest this year 
and she set a goal of dancing in the remaining 22 states.  Linda planned 
what turned out to be a 75 day trip.  “What a wonderful experience it was”, 
said Linda.  “I drove 11,000 miles and flew 8,500 miles and was able to 
dance in 22 more states.  My last state was Alaska.  I accomplished my 
GOAL – I have now danced in all 50 states.”  

Linda was also able to call one tip at 5 club dances and at the New Mexica 
State Convention in Roswell, NM, Silver State in Reno, Nevada, Mountain 
State Convention in Billings, Montana, NSDCA Campers and Square 
Dancers Convention in Fond du Lac, WY, Nationals in Milwaukee, WI and 
the Alaska Square Dance Festival in Palmer, Alaska.



Ambition to accomplish a dream;   setting a goal; and having fun and 
persistence culminating in success!  Linda has set an example for all of us!

Closing words from Linda – “If any of you get the chance – consider visiting 
clubs in other areas.  I was asked several times which state I liked best.  All 
of them were nice, but, what I enjoyed most was getting to know the 
people.”

“Hope to see you in a Square,”  - Linda.


